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Kids Fishing Day, Wayzata Yacht Club

A couple of dozen kids showed up to catch sunnies
off the docks at Wayzata Yacht Club on July 12.
The weather was great and the sunfish bit. All the
kids quickly caught a bunch of fish, mostly hybrids
between pumpkinseeds and bluegills. There was
even a report of one fisherperson who got bored, as
it was so easy to catch the fish. We find that hard to
believe.

Chaucer Countryman used his wacky worm tech-
nique to pull several bass out from under the docks.
A couple of them were really nice-sized fish. Chau-
cer first appeared in the FFF newsletter in 2007. He
finds his way to the fishing day with his grandfather
Jim. Doug MacDougal took Chaucer out in his boat
to try hitting some carp with an arrow. They
brought back one big carp. Sounds like that was a
lot of fun.

In general, except for this one day, the Wayzata
Yacht Club does not allow fishing off the docks.

We thank the WYC for allowing us the use of their
facility. The major crew of cooks, Frank Calta and
Dick Helmer, did a great job bringing all the food
we all needed and then cooking it. A few others also
helped, including Lloyd Whiting, Bob Scomra, and
Jerry Wintheiser. Special thanks go to Doug Erbeck
for supplying fishing rods for the kids to use and for
the prizes that went to each of the participants.

Upper right, Beniah Van Heel with one of the nice
sunnies he caught from the docks. Lower right,
Chaucer Countryman with a fine largemouth bass.

“The fishing was so good, I thought I was there
yesterday.” —Dave Engerbretson, 1994
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Shooting at Tonka Gun on June 28

For the last few years, we’ve drawn a rainy morning
at our Minnetonka Game and Fish outing. The usual
pattern seems to be rain in the first part of the day
then a nice afternoon with good shooting weather.
Some of the folks that went home early ought to
know the drill by now and hang around for the nice
part of the day. Before it cleared up, a few dedicated
shooters took their umbrellas to the range and tried
to stay dry.

Mark Damkroger and Frank Calta again did the big
job of bringing steaks, baked potatoes, and more for
lunch. Then, they did the cooking for the bunch of
more than 40 guys. Special thanks to Larry Foote
who brought a few extra steaks, just in case. Turned
out we needed them to feed the whole group. There
is another shoot scheduled for August 23. Lunch will
be barbequed ribs. DB

Lake Michigan

Al Knutson arranged his annual pilgrimage to Port
Washington to fish salmon with Renegade Charters
on July 28 to 29. The Friday fishing was canceled
due to five-foot waves on the lake. Saturday was
fine weather, with the two boats catching a total of
20 fish: lake trout, rainbow, and king salmon. Lyle
Lindquist landed a 37-inch, 25-pound 11-ounce king.
This was the biggest fish the boat captain saw all sea-
son. WOW!

“Trout thrive best in water with a high mineral con-
tent, while this is the sort of water that is worst for
making Tennessee whiskey. That is why one never
finds a trout in a fifth of Jack Daniel’s. Or vice ver-
sa”. —Milford Stanley Poltroon

“It is just possible that nice guys don’t catch the
most fish. But they get more pleasure in those they
do get.” —Roderick Haig-Brown.
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Don’t Miss the Big One!

The September 20, 2017
Annual Fundraiser.

Raffle
Live Auction
Silent Auction
Side raffles

It takes a bit of cash to keep Fur, Fin, and Feather
going. We need some extra to supplement the ex-
penses of our outside activities as well as the week-
by-week meetings. The newsletter needs a bit of
support too. So, buy a book or two (or more) of
raffle tickets and do your best to show up for the
dinner and fundraiser. The prizes are great: guns,
pheasant hunt, or gift cards. Social hour at 5:00 and
dinner at 6:45.




Mike talked to our group back in August of 2015.
We know him well as a sports reporter on WCCO.
He came back to our group this August.

Mike observed that many of the people doing res-
cues in the Houston area appeared to be folks who
spent a lot of time in the outdoors. They know
boats, they know how to handle boats in tough situa-
tions, and they know how to get people on and off.
Thanks to all of them.

We all get out a lot, or wish we did. The aim is to
develop confidence and appreciation of the great
outdoors. Thus, we become a better person, better
adjusted to the world. We have to get out there and
experience it. (As Fur Fin members already be-
lieve.)

There was a lot of discussion centered around our
local professional baseball and football teams. Will
the Twins win the series this year? Mike is not in
the predicting business, but he thinks they have a
good shot at it. The new young kids that are now
playing have found their way into the game and
show a lot of promise. Were the players any better
in the Babe Ruth days? Mike was not there, but he
thinks they were pretty good. Bob Feller probably
pitched at 100 mph, and those hitters seemed to be
capable of hitting anything.

We are all grateful for the new interest high school
girls and boys show in shooting trap. As we know,
some 14 states have copied the Minnesota model
and now have shooting leagues. As big as schools
are nowadays, there are not a lot of openings in sport

for most students. Now a new thing popped up, with
high school students fishing competitively.

Thanks Mike, for coming to talk to us!

DB

N

Dave Seidel “On Target”

Dave remembers being in a shoot-off with Paul Hiller
some 30 years ago. Hiller had a high handicap and
Dave had none. It went to a shoot off for a new shot-
gun. Hiller won.

Dave Seidel told these and a few other stories to
FF&F on July 26. He joined the national Skeet
Shooting Association 55 years ago. He still has his
original number and is now the oldest member of the
association in Minnesota.

Dave spends a lot of time teaching kids how to shoot.
He holds an indoor laser camp in the winter. He
demonstrated a moving laser light that appears on the
wall. It is used to teach the kids gun mounting and to
learn to follow and lead a target.

This newsletter is assembled by Don Beimborn with
the capable help of his wife Mary. Contact Don if
you have an idea for a story. Hand written notes or a
phone conversation will do.




The Big Picture on Deer

Adam Murkowski, the new big game program leader
for the Minnesota DNR, came to a Fur Fin meeting
on August 2. Murkowski formerly worked in Madi-
son for the Wisconsin DNR as assistant deer, bear,
and wolf ecologist.

Adam started with a description of a new MN strate-
gic plan that goes beyond hunting issues. The deer
plan enlists the public to help answer questions such
as, "What's our broad vision for deer? What do we
need to do to enhance deer and deer management?",
said Adam. With that in mind, the deer plan is an
opportunity to look at the big picture of all things
that affect deer populations, beyond just specific reg-
ulations.

Earlier this year, the DNR collected citizens' input
on deer and deer management at about a dozen pub-
lic meetings throughout the state and via email, mail,
and an online questionnaire. Many shared their opin-
ions on specific hunting regulations, Murkowski
says, even though this wasn't the stated focus of
meetings. Another common theme was the necessity
of good deer habitat.

Chronic Wasting Disease continues to trouble wild-
life managers in Minnesota. The state collected
samples from 12,823 deer killed by hunters over the
last year. They found three deer that tested positive.
The DNR collected 510 deer in southeastern Minne-
sota and found six that tested positive. Mandatory
testing will continue in 2017. Deer feeding is now
banned in the areas having deer that tested for CWD.
In contrast, Wisconsin did little to stop the disease in
the belief that it would always be rare. Now about
50% of the bucks in the affected area are sick.

Adam has a lot of interest in the Minnesota elk herd.
The DNR put location collars on 20 elk to find out
where they would like to be. The limited hunting
season held since 1987 continues, primarily to keep
the elk wary so they don’t become a nuisance.

As for wolves? Wolves will kill deer, but the loss of
critical winter habitat will kill far more deer..

Adam closed with a view of a green buck that
may have a Wisconsin bias.

Dick Alford and Adam Murkowski at FF&F.
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Road Kill

Ed Evans brought a book entitled Dead Jitterbug to
a meeting a few weeks ago. Some of the short
quotes in this newsletter are from that book. The
books are by Victoria Houston, a Rhinelander, Wis-
consin native. They may be a bit uneven, but they
are worth a try if you can find them. They depict a
nice part of the world. and mix in some fishing sto-
ries with a murder mystery.

“Now, who can solve my problem?
And grant my lifelong wish.
Are fishermen all big liars?

Or do only liars fish?”
---Theodore Sharp




