
 

 

Fall 2015 
Jimmy Robinson said: ”Take from the rich and give it to the ducks.”     

Dave Orrick speaks to FF&F 
 

Dave Orrick has six years experience as an outdoor 
writer at the St. Paul Pioneer Press.  He says the 
Mille Lacs story is always the one that brings the 
greatest interest.  The number of walleyes of catcha-
ble size is down, and we always want to blame 
something. 
 
Fish populations change all the time. The yellow 
bullhead is declining all over the Midwest but no 
one seems to care about that.  This is a regular pat-
tern in many lakes of northerns being up in numbers, 
while walleyes are down; and when walleyes are up, 
northerns are down.  Dave observes that we tend to 
care a lot more about things that we like than those 
we don’t. 
 
Plenty has been written about the walleye population 
on Mille Lacs. There are a lot of complex issues in-
volved.  A Blue Ribbon Panel of walleye experts 
from outside the DNR met a couple of years back.  
You can find their report as a power point presenta-
tion at http://blogs.twincities.com/outdoors/
files/2015/01/venturelli_millelacs.pdf. 
 
The panel looked at all the DNR data and came up 

with similar conclusions. However, seeing it sum-
marized and explained in one document is worth 
the effort in finding it on the web.  
 
The report tells us that there are plenty of hatchling 
walleyes in the lake. They just don’t grow up.  Wa-
ter clarity has improved in recent years for a variety 
of reasons.  The perch population is low.  The result 
is that bigger walleyes tend to eat a lot of smaller 
walleyes. Hook and line anglers account for the 
largest share of walleyes taken from the lake. The 
overall biomass of fish in the lake is thought to be 
down, but that is only a guess.  The DNR may have 
mismanaged the lake, but only in the sense that they 
can’t figure it out. 
 
In short, there is no agreement on an answer.  
About all we can do is wait and see and hope that 
further research focuses in on what is going on-and 
that we can fix it.    DB 
 
 
 

Bob Skomra (left) poses a question to Dave Orrick. 

Mike Max (left) and Frank Calta after Mike’s talk 
at Fur, Fin, and Feather.  

http://blogs.twincities.com/outdoors/files/2015/01/venturelli_millelacs.pdf
http://blogs.twincities.com/outdoors/files/2015/01/venturelli_millelacs.pdf
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This newsletter is assembled by Don Beimborn with 
the capable help of his wife Mary.  Just call Don if 
you have photos or an idea for a newsletter article.  
Hand written copy or a phone conversation will do.  

Tom Hackbarth at FF&F 
 

We were privileged to have Tom Hackbarth, the 
state representative from district 31B, the area 
around Bethel and Ham Lake.  Tom has served the 
state in that capacity for 20 years. He is chair of the 
Mining and Outdoor Recreation Policy Committee. 
Tom is a long time member of FFF.  He spoke to our 
group on September 3.  We’ve been glad to hear 
from him every year or so.   He is an avid shooter 
and angler.    
 
It sounds like Tom had an interesting legislative ses-
sion.  Topics of interest ranged from the issue of 
stocking walleyes in Mille Lacs to the possibility of 
getting a ticket for having a bird feeder that bears 
can reach.  One of the issues to watch is the buffer 
zones that some would like to see adjacent to ditch-
es, streams, and lakes.  Current law is one rod (15.5 
feet) on public mapped ditches.  The push is to have 
a fifty-foot buffer on all water bodies, no matter who 
owns it. 
 
There was a lot of interest in Mille Lacs at the legis-
lature and at the governor’s office.  Stocking wall-
eyes in the lake would require a new hatchery that 
raises only the Mille Lacs strain.  Chances are it 
would have little effect on the walleye catch any-
way.  At a cost of three million, the hatchery seems a 
long way off. 
 
Tom was instrumental in making gun suppressors 
legal in the state.   This is not a silencer, but just 
what it says, a noise suppressor.  The language was 
dropped from a bill, and he proposed an amendment 
that reinstated it. 
 
One interesting issue is Aquatic Invasive Species.  
There was a push for boat owners to attend a class so 
they could get an AIS sticker for their boat.  Nothing 
has happened yet.  The next boat license you pur-
chase will include a statement that you are aware of 
the AIS regulations. 
 
The bird feeder concern came out of an effort by the 
DNR to regulate bear baiting. It turned out the regu-
lation would leave bird feeder operators subject to 
tickets.  Therefore, the matter was set aside until the 
DNR can come up with language to avoid citizens 
breaking the law with a bird feeder. 

John Hanson and Tom Hackbarth on September 3 

2015 Fundraiser 
 
Our 2015 fundraiser and banquet was an unquali-
fied success.  About 70 members and guests came 
to the Osseo American Legion Post for a superb 
prime rib dinner, auction, and drawings for prizes.   
Many members contributed their time and talent to 
make the night a success.  Biggest thanks go to 
John Hanson and Frank Calta who made it all come 
together.  The members who brought in some ex-
ceptional items for the auction deserve many thanks 
as well.   
 
Auctioneer Joel Pike did his best to get some mon-
ey out of the pockets of our members, and he suc-
ceeded. We had a number of fine auction items and 
most of them brought top dollar.  Among excep-
tional items were a pheasant hunt at Wings North 
and a three-day bow hunt at Denny Harper’s prop-
erty up north.  Other items included a diamond wil-
low table lamp assembled by Dick Helmer and a 
pair of  bufflehead decorative decoys carved by 
Willie Tainter.  



 

 

Jim Hoff, another long-standing member and 
friend from Fur, Fin, and Feather, passed away on 
July 20, 2015.  Jim was a regular and faithful mem-
ber for many years.  He is the one responsible for 
some of the storage cases we use every week and the 
cabinet for sorting and display of our membership 
buttons.  Jim was also a great lover of the natural 
world, and enjoyed visiting national parks, fishing, and 
his membership in Fur, Fin, and Feather. 

Road Kill 
 

Fur Fin and Feather programs through 2015 have 
been exceptional.  We usually make an effort to pub-
lish a short summary of each of them.  Occasionally 
there are more interesting programs than we can 
handle.  Several of our members gave programs in 
the summer and fall.  It goes without saying that all 
of our members have a lifetime of stories to tell. All 
they have to do is get up there and start spinning 
yarns.  It always sounds good! 
 
Fellow member Lyle Lindquist made the Outdoor 
News as the Best Buck Weekly Winner in the No-
vember 13 edition.  He shot a 10-point buck near 
Alexandria on opening weekend. 
 
Road Kill, continued 
We were saddened to hear of the death of Robert 

Winners at the September 16, 
2015, Banquet Raffle 
 
Remington 783 bolt .270 cal. - Michael Kielty 
CVA .50 cal. muzzleloader - Ken Walesch 
Ruger 10/22 .22 cal. - Al Knutson 
St Croix Avid Spinning Rod - John Maniak 
Guided fishing trip with Ed Philpot - Jim Wen-
nerlind 

Words from Mike Max 
 

Mike is well known as a sports reporter on WCCO.  
He is also known as an avid hunter, especially for 
ducks in season. 
 
Mike talked to our group on August 12.  We all 
know that there are lots of challenges to maintaining 
our hunting and fishing heritage.  The message that 
we have wildlife because of hunters, with their activ-
ism and contributions, seems to be lost. Mike guess-
es that there aren’t more than 5%, maybe 2%, of the 
media that hunt or fish.  Most of these people grew 
up in an urban setting and don’t know about the ex-
perience.  They not only have no vested interest in 
wildlife, they just don’t get it. 
 
Our job is to advertise what we do.  Put out folders, 
signs, and point out how much money wildlife and 
fishing add to our economy.  “Fur Fin is an example 
of things that work,” Mike says. 
 

Fitzgerald. Bob was a good friend of the Fur Fin and 
Feather Club.  He was the gunsmith at Horse and 
Hunt.  He gave many of us free shooting lessons at 
Minnetonka Game and Fish and kept our firearms in 
good working condition.  We often saw him at club 
events. 
 
Who wants a set of Hunting and Fishing Collectibles 
Magazine running from 2004 to 2012?  This maga-
zine has a number of fine articles on decoys and oth-
er collectible outdoor items.  If you want this treas-
ure, contact Don Beimborn.   
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Pheasants and Mule Deer 
 

The 2015 Fur Fin calendar featured a pheasant shoot 
at Caribou Gun Club on October 7.  During the same 
week, a group of members made a trip to Wyoming 
to see about getting some mule deer and antelope. 
 
The guys at Caribou had a near perfect day.  There 
were the usual excuses about birds found and 
missed.  Some of the excuses were quite creative.  
Howard Wong brought his dog Snoopy, and his 
group got 11 of the 12 birds set out.  The club fed us 
after the shoot. All agreed it was a fine day. 
 
At the same time, a group of members followed a 57
-year tradition of hunting Wyoming at the Christian-
sen ranch.  Al Knutson contacted Christiansen 57 
years ago and has made the trip ever since.  He got 
his share of mule deer and antelope over the years. 
This year he chose to sit and let others do the hunt-
ing.  All he took home were some rabbits shot by the 
rancher.  Frank Calta, John Hanson, Ed Evans, Mike 
Baldwin, Scott Talbot, and Rick Gardas also made 
the trip.  On October 28, several of the hunters made 
a presentation to the FFF members. 

 
The group got several mule deer and antelope.  Mike 
Baldwin made the shot of the week. His antelope 
was 350 yards out.  Mike claims he is not a big game 
hunter.  He bought a new rifle for the trip and spent 
a number of days at Minnetonka Game and Fish 
sighting it in.  John Hanson got a nice mule deer.  
We are anxious to see how it scores.     DB 

Mike Baldwin with his antelope 

John Hanson and a big Muley 

Above, some of the Caribou Gun Club hunters.  
Left to right, Gary Brahms, Zeiss, Pete Bell, and 
Lambert Meidinger.   


