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Above, Dick Alford with one of the carp that turned
out to be a trout. Photo by Lloyd Whiting.

More Fish Stories

It took about 20 minutes for all the Fur Fin members
to catch their lunch at Trout Aire on June 29. A nice
turnout of members angled for rainbow trout in the
pond. There was some speculation that there were
carp mixed in with the trout. The Trout Aire staff
cleaned and cooked the trout to our specifications.
There was a consensus that it was a great outing, one
of the best of the year. The lunch was exceptionally
good.

The carp-like fish turned out to be blond rainbow
trout. They were just as good to eat!
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Auction and Fundraiser—2016

Joel Pike did a great job for us once more as auc-
tioneer on September 21. We had some choice auc-
tion items, though not as many items as some years.
The bidding was spirited and most things brought
good prices. The coyote rug came from the Minne-
sota Trappers Association. It was the star of the
show. Joel Pike, our auctioneer, wins guns quite
often. He won two at a Ducks Unlimited banquet
earlier in the week and won a gun at our raffle for
the second time at FF&F.

Jim Malone brought in a display of some of his
whitetails. He does the taxidermy work himself
and freely admits that he loves deer hunting. The
display added a lot to the event, and we thank him
for his effort.

The fifty-fifty raffle was popular. The prize was a
split of all the money brought in by the sale of tick-
ets. We took the box out to the Legion gathering
and collected quite a bit from the folks there. The
Legion was having a gambling night of their own
so everybody was ready to take a new chance. The
pot grew and was won by one of the Legion mem-
bers. The other half of the cash went to FF&F.




An Auction Item Makes History

One of the items at the auction was a trip to Curt
Veith’s property near Red Lake. It is a big property
with several lakes full of big crappies, lots of deer
stands, and some duck ponds. Curt offered the use
of the whole area for a few days for the high bidder
and his friends. Curt fed everybody. The menu in-
cluded a lot of steaks and seafood. Frank Calta had
the winning bid for the trip. He and the others relat-
ed that they had a great time at a great place and the
food was wonderful.

During one of the fishing trips, the leader told all the
guys to wait for a while until every thing was ready
for them. However, one of our members decided to
get in the boat early. First, he emptied his pockets on
the picnic table nearby. As such things go, he tried
to step in the stern of the boat and ended up in the
water. They fished him out. He took off his wet
clothes and headed for the cabin. Some say that was
quite a sight to see! He left a couple of twenties on
the picnic table. There was a quick substitution with
dollar bills and then a claim that the twenties had
shrunk in the water. This story and a few others in-
dicated that they had a great time.

With any luck, this auction treasure will be repeated
next year. Be ready to bid!

Road Kill

Our group had some fine outings during 2016. We
started with a great shoot at Minneapolis Gun Club
and it went on from there. Some things were repeats
of previous years and some were different. The club
has a similar set of activities planned for 2017.
Chuck Van Heel volunteered to be the program coor-
dinator for the year. Suggestions and comments re-
garding speakers and programs for the year are wel-
come. Tell Chuck or any board member.

Right, some familiar faces
at Minnetonka Game and

Fish on August 24. Great
Steaks and shrimp.

This newsletter is assembled
by Don Beimborn with the
capable help of his wife Mary.
Contact Don if you have an
idea for a story. Hand written
notes or a phone conversation
will do.
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Tonka Gun, Aug 24, 2016

Our club held one of its semi-annual visits to the
Minnetonka Gun Club on August 24. We had a
fine meal of really great steak, with beans and
baked potatoes prepared by the acting chefs Mark
Damkroger and Frank Calta. At the usual $13.00
fee, it was a bargain. A good-sized crowd showed
up to eat. A number of members took advantage
of the site and did some rifle, pistol, and shotgun
shooting. It was a particularly good day for skeet
with little wind and some hazy sun. But then, it is
hard to find a bad day for skeet.

Keep it in mind for next year. Bring your firearms
and use whatever range suits your interest on that
day. Or just show up for the food and the stories.
Thanks to Minnetonka Game and Fish Club for
hosting us at their facility.




Three cheers for Kim

A recent Wall Street Journal opinion piece asked
how one could win a medal at six straight Olympics
and remain more or less unknown? Answer, win by
shooting a gun. Kim Rhode won a bronze in skeet at
the recent Olympics. When the press reported on
her achievement, the tone was often dismissive. An
NBC story noted that her medal record is “far less
impressive than say, a gymnast or a swimmer” be-
cause shooting “requires fewer physical attributes.”
Sure, all it takes is remarkable hand-eye coordina-
tion, quick reflexes, steady nerves, and dedication to
practice over 20 years. She lacks a major sponsor
but receives donations from Beretta and Otis Tech-
nology.

Kim shoots 500 to 1000 rounds a day in practice
near her home in California, . Her Olympic tally is
three gold medals, a silver and two bronze. Congrat-
ulations to Mrs. Rhode on her under-appreciated
achievement.

Ed Evans and his grandson Aiden at Trout Aire on
July 16. Photo by Lloyd Whiting.

Don’t miss out on the outside events!. You may not
want to shoot or cover the fields, but there is always
good fellowship and good conversation. There will
be an event roughly once a month, so be ready.

Get your dues in for 2017 so we can have an accu-
rate directory of members and so we can plan
for a full set of programs for the year. Send your
$40 to Lloyd Whiting at 18200 19th Ave, Plym-
outh, MN 55441.

Above, Chuck Porter measuring a mule deer rack
shot by Mike Baldwin. Mike made the trip to Al
Knutson’s heaven on earth, the John Christensen
ranch near Gillette in Wyoming . This was Al’s 58"
trip to the ranch. Mike made the trip last year on his
first big game hunting trip. He got a nice antelope
with a long shot. Check out an earlier FFF newslet-
ter. This year, he got a nice mule deer on October 8.
The rack scored in the high 140’s.




Left, Jim Malone with
his display of white
tail heads at the Sep-
tember 21 fundraiser.
Several of these deer
go into the 140+
Boone and Crocket
scores. The ribbons
are from placements at
the Minnesota Deer
Classic. Most of the
deer came from Min-
nesota. The former
home of some others
was Kansas and Mon-
tana. Jim does the tax-
idermy work himself.

2016 Raffle Winners

Here are the winners for the fund raiser raffle on Sep-
tember 16.

First place prize: New Browning BPS 12 ga with
adult and youth stock, Harold Wong

Second place: 30.06 Ruger, Joel Pike

Third place: Pheasant shoot at Gold Meadows, Mike
Baldwin

Fourth place: 10-22 Ruger, Lloyd Whiting

Fifth: $100 Brenda Eckert

Sixth: $100 Mike Baldwin

Seventh: $100 Dick Helmer

Eighth: $100 Don Beimborn

Thanks to all who helped out on the auction and the
raffles.

On the front of this newsletter the guy behind the
coyote rug is Jim Malone. Joel Pike is at the right
and Doug Erbeck is in the center. Thanks to all the
folks who helped make the auction a success.
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Lloyd Sinclair, Chuck Porter, Charles Van Heel, and
Jim Perkins on the dock at Port Washington with
their catch on August 17, 2016.




