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Ron Shara at FFF

Ron paid his semi annual visit to our club on April
2,2014. We welcome his views about what is going
on in the conservation front in Minnesota. He is
now on the Lessard-Sams council, a special place
where he can influence how the funds from the dedi-
cated fund are spent.

Recently, the council handed out $55 million, just
for fish and wildlife habitat work. The law restricts
grants to habitat and habitat work, no other uses. A
lot of the expenditures are devoted to forever ease-
ments, not the temporary programs like CRP or the
tree plantings. Ron sees it as a miracle that we got
out the votes for the act. Some funds from the sales
tax money go to the arts. Unlike the habitat funds,
there is no citizens group and little oversight for the
art funds. The legislature is trying to rectify this.

Of course, there are those in the legislature that
would like to get their hands on the Lessard-Sams
funds. They won’t give up easily.

The situation in Mille Lacs is bad. Ron has a fisher-
ies guy from the DNR on tape admitting that they
screwed up the fishery. The regulations forced the
taking of young male walleyes. How can this be
fixed? The DNR is now relaxing the regulations.
However, the slot is still narrow, 18 to 20 inches.
Night fishing will be banned all through the 2014
season—not just for walleyes, but also for muskies.
Why? Ron was told that they didn’t want to impose
on the conservation officers. This sounds like a cure
for the convenience of the DNR, not the fishery.
The outlook for the businesses and outfitters around
the lake is tough. Ron wonders why we don’t see
more outrage.

In gratitude to Ron Shara, the club voted on April 16
to grant him an honorary membership for 2014. We
thank Ron for coming to our club. DB

John Poirier presenting a partial deck of Fur, Fin and
Feather playing cards to President Doug Erbeck. The
cards are available from the treasurer at $5 a pack.
John did the work involved in getting the playing
cards for our members. Larry Foote suggested
making the markings poker sixed. Bob Darstow
suggested putting the year of the club founding on
the cards. It was a true joint FFF effort.
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Ron Shara and Clayton Erickson on April 2. Ron and
Clayton hunted turkeys together at some of the first
Minnesota wild turkey hunts. Ron declared that Clayton
was his first turkey guide. Paul Hiller is at the left.




Road Kill

Keep the date of September 17 open, the date of the
annual FF&F auction night and fundraiser. We are
sure to have lot of good useful stuff for a live auc-
tion and a silent auction. The raffle has some great
firearms as prizes. Those not attending Wednesday
meetings will get a couple of books of raffle tickets
in the mail. The prizes are:

Mossberg 500, pump 12 gauge
Browning EL.22, lever action

CZ bolt .243

Remington 770 Bolt .270 rifle with scope
Bari-Baria over and under 12 gauge

Raffle tickets are now for sale at the Wednesday
meetings. They are priced at $5 each in books of ten
tickets. The treasurer will give you a free ticket for
each book of ten tickets purchased. That works out
to 11 tickets for $50.

We have had some great programs in 2014. There
have been a few changes due to the late spring and
the possibility of bad weather. The original sched-
uled date for the Medicine Lake spring crappie foray
was April 20. Due to the late ice, our events chair
scheduled a shoot at Metro Gun Club for that day.
Weather reports in advance of the day were grim, so
the shoot was canceled in favor of a story day at the
Osseo American Legion. The changes resulted in
packing some outside events fairly close together.
This musical chairs game eventually worked out.
We now look forward to a shoot with steak at Tonka
Gun and a fishing outing at Medicine Lake with the
bluegill master, Doug Erbeck, to show us how.

The next year, 2015, will be here in just a few
months. Our Fur, Fin, and Feather club is in need of
a couple of volunteers to take over some of the of-
ficer positions. The most urgent need is for some-
one to take over the fun of arranging speakers for
each meeting. There is an event each month, usually
an outside shoot or fishing day. So there is a need
for a program only three Wednesdays each month.
We get some great suggestions from members, and
the members can put on great programs as well.
Talk to one of our officers, current or otherwise! In
short, it is an easy and interesting job! DB

A spear fishing decoy at a folk art exhibit at the
Milwaukee Art Museum, April 2014

Board of Directors, April 2014

The group working on the FFF member handbook
recommended that the board of the organization be
set at 11 individuals. Automatic board members
are the current officers, two past presidents, the
communications leader, and four club members.

At a recent members meeting, President Doug Er-
beck asked volunteers to fill the rest of the posi-
tions. The list of names on the board was presented
to the membership. A motion to cast a white ballot
for the slate was seconded and passed on April 2,
2014. The board members are listed below. Dick
Alford resigned and was replaced by Dick Helmer.
Apparently, Dick heard the call of the turkey.

The board meets infrequently, generally for a few
minutes after the regular Wednesday session of the
club. Any member is welcome to witness the pro-
ceedings.

Doug Erbeck, president

Lloyd Whiting, past president
Ken Walesch, treasurer

Al Knutson, activities chair

Don Nelson, past president

Don Beimborn, communications
Jim Malone

Mike Baldwin

Chuck Porter

Jerry Wintheiser

Dick Helmer (replacing Dick Alford)

This newsletter is assembled by Don Beimborn with
the capable help of his wife Mary. Let Don know if
you have photos or an idea for a newsletter article.
Just call him and tell him your story!
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We Remember

Dale Emmans died recently. He was a long-time
member of Fur, Fin, and Feather, dating back to
days at the Golden Valley VFW. He was an ac-
tive sportsman who spent a lot of time in Montana
and occasionally told us tales of exceptional fish-
ing trips on Lake Nipigon. We will miss his sto-
ries and good humor.

Relaxing after the shoot in the fine weather of
April 9 at Major Avenue Hunt Club. Ken
Walesch at the left; Paul Hiller, center; and Mike
Kieltie at the right.

Tower shoot, Spring 2014

No exception to the usual rule, we all had a good
time at Major Avenue Hunt Club on April 9.

For the first time in the year, the temperature hit the
seventies. We had a bit of wind from the south, the
snow was gone and last year’s switch grass stood up
well. There was a lot of shooting and occasionally
someone would knock down a bird. Jerry’s dog han-
dlers did a good job. Some of the dogs were espe-
cially enthusiastic as they hadn’t been out since last
fall.

The club released 114 pheasants and we brought
back 94. Tht is a good score in fields that hadn’t
been used much this season. Afterwards, the prime
rib was delicious. We thank the crew and cooks at
the gun club for a great day!
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at Major Ave.
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Phil lson and son-in-law MarI.{kEck

Ole was talking with his brother Sven, who lived
next door, when Sven said, "Ya know Ole, you and
Lena should really get some new curtains."

"Vy's dat?" Ole asked.

"Vel last night I saw you and Lena, well you
know..."

Ole thought for a while, then said, "Ha-ha Sven, da
jokes on you! I wasn't even home last night!"




Members Handbook

The members handbook for Fur, Fin, and Feather is
now available to members. Those who attended re-
cent meetings have a copy. If any other member
wants a copy, contact the Ken Walesch, the treasur-
er. He appears at every meeting with a cash box and
a roll of door prize tickets.

The handbook includes our articles of incorporation
and bylaws. On April 23, the members handled a
couple of details regarding these two documents.
The membership voted to change the corporate ad-
dress to the current meeting site, the Osseo Ameri-
can Legion. The leaders of the American Legion
were happy to agree to our use of their address. They
offered to make a separate mailbox for us in the
event there is significant correspondence. The mem-
bership also voted to accept the bylaws of the organ-
ization with only one change. Article I stated that the
dues should be at least $12 per year. The amount is
changed to $40. As we noted, the club has fol-
lowed the spirit of the old bylaws for years. Whoev-
er put them together back in about 1967 did a great
job!

Special thanks go to Dick Alford who chaired the
committee and to Bob Skorma who did the bulk of
the work assembling all the suggestions into one
document. DB

bomb. All the roadside and improvised bombs in Af-
ghanistan are home-made and a variety of chemicals
are used. This complicates the scenting issues. The
dogs need frequent retraining.

The dog handlers learned to work with the dogs as a
second skill, as their main duty was military duty.
The long process of learning to handle a dog in ex-
treme conditions was condensed down to five weeks.
The process worked though. The dogs are dependable
and sometimes find explosives in places that had
been cleared by military inspectors. DB

Labradors in Afghanistan

The role of dogs in armed combat seems to be chang-
ing. Labradors are now coming into common use in
detecting roadside bombs and other improvised ex-
plosive devices.

Sam Daly, a dog trainer from Northfield,was asked to
help train Labradors for the Second Division Marine
Crops as bomb detectors. Labradors are by nature
people friendly and not as intimidating to civilians as
German shepherds. They can work off leash, as
much as a hundred yards away from a handler.

Sam tried out 1900 dogs and helped to train the 637
that made the cut. The military had never worked

with dogs off leash before. The labs soon learned to
sniff out explosives and then to lie down next to the
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Summer 2013

Every summer we go to our friend’s cabin in Brain-
erd. Their cabin is on Pelican Lake. Every year is
different, yet we still manage to do my favorite
thing, go fishing. We (Grandpa Ed, Opal, mom, and
my brother and sister) go fishing on a launch on
Mille Lacs Lake. Grandpa set up this adventure
with Garrison Sports. It was quiet at first, but as
soon as we’re going to move to a new spot... bam!
I was the first to get a fish. It was a 22-inch north-
ern. Except one fish wasn’t enough for me.
Throughout the day we caught about three that size
and my brother and sister caught two nice size wall-
eyes. The fish were 16 to 22 inches. Of all the fish
we caught, I caught the biggest, a 33.5 inch north-
ern. The fishing was great that day and we had a
wonderful time. Anna Jouppi

Anna is Ed Evans’s 13 year old granddaughter.




