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Kid’s Fishing at WYC 2015
The sunfish were biting at the annual Kid’s Fishing
Day at Wayzata Yacht Club on July 15. Each year
we invite all our members to bring a kid from the
family or the neighborhood to have some fun catch-
ing the sunnies under the docks. The fish are gen-
erally cooperative. This year, a large muskie wan-
dered around under the dock. The muskie might
have frightened the fish for a while, but they soon
came back.

Chaucer Countryman caught a nice bass on his first
cast from the shore. He was using a rod that he
won at a Kid’s Fishing Day back in 2007. This
largemouth found a black wacky worm to his (or
her) liking. Chaucer caught several more bass on
the worm, including the smaller one shown here.

All the kids caught a lot of sunfish. Another high
point was a drawing for some fishing equipment.
All those who caught fish were able to take some
tackle home. That left out the adults, but that is fi-
ne. They have enough stuff.

Mark Damkroger cooked up a bunch of hot dogs
and hamburgers for the group. He did the shopping
and showed up with some potato salad, lettuce, on-
ions, and other fixings. Thanks, Mark.

Thanks also to Jerry Wintheiser for arranging the
use of the WYC for our day. Also, we are grateful
to the Wayzata Yacht Club for lending their facili-
ties.

Above, Meredith Gundle, age 6, Lloyd Whiting’s
neighbor. At the left are Chaucer Countryman and
a group of spectators at the shore.




The Minnetonka Expedition

What’s not to like about a few pontoon boats on
Lake Minnetonka in early June? Especially when
the boats are full of Fur, Fin, and Feather members
with a lot of fishing equipment. In addition, when
Frank Calta comes up with a cooler full of drinks
and sub sandwiches for each boat?

That was the case on June 10, 2015. The group rent-
ed three pontoon boats from Rockham Boat Yards,
paid a substantial deposit against damages (cash),
and took off for Seton Lake. The boats stuck togeth-
er for a while and exchanged the usual banter about
the prowess of the fisherfolks on board.

It was a nearly perfect day for the trip, with nice
temperatures and partly cloudy skies. The fish coop-
erated, for the most part. Doug Erbeck reported that
his boat counted 84 sunfish and three bass after John
Benson took his catch home. Sean Baldwin fished
with his dad Mike. Their boat caught several bass
and a couple of walleyes in addition to a lot of sun-
fish.

What would we do differently next year? Live bait
is the way to go under the 2015 conditions. Some of
us missed the depth finders. Not because we needed
them, but because we are used to having them
around to watch. Most important, we could use
more members to fill up the spaces in the boats. If
needed, we could easily rent a couple more. That
way everyone would have plenty of room. Also
there would be more opportunities for fellowship
(and more tall stories). Incidentally, We got the de-
posits back.

Captain Ed Evans and Mike Baldwin on the Lake.

Dick Alford in his modern day fishing outfit. We
are not sure why the modern outfit requires two
pairs of sunglasses.

Retro Fishing

It probably occurred to a lot of us that all the junk
we need to take along to fish nowadays is kind of
fun. However, do we really need it?

Dick Alford, our resident Luddite, came to Fur Fin
this summer with some stories and relics from the
past. Dick recalled that his dad took him fishing and
used a long cane pole to find the depth and to check
out the bottom. Dad ran the cane pole to the bottom
and said, "Hear that?”” The idea was to hear the
noise of the cane on the gravel bottom. Grandpa
dropped the anchor gently. Perfect for the walleyes
they wanted! No electronics.

There are also modern fishing clothes, synthetics
that shed rain and are light to wear and easy to pack.
We really do not need them though. Those old wool
shirts were good to wear if you could avoid the itch
and the moths. Wool keeps you warm when it is
wet, and thus beats the synthetics. Dick showed off
his old style clothes as well.

Dick is determined to keep on retro fishing this year.
The most complex piece of equipment is a four-
horse Evinrude. The oars and anchor are low tech.
We suppose he will find cotton line on an old level
wind reel. The equipment for retro fishing is still
around. Sometimes the old pieces are of more inter-
est to collectors and not as inexpensive as we’d like.

He also brought in some of his collection of old
stuff. Among them are a number of old knives.
Some are trench art and some are family heirlooms.




Saskatchewan Trophies

It wasn’t long ago that some really big deer were
found in Northern Saskatchewan. On May 15, Ken
Bloomberg and his brother Tom brought some 160-
170 Boone and Crocket scored trophies to Fur Fin.

Ken and Tom went to Saskatchewan first in 1989.
At that time, most of the hunting in that area was for
moose. Their guides really weren’t equipped to hunt

white tails. Mostly, they took groups of guys and
organized drives. Ken got a big double drop tine in
1990. He commemorated the deer with a tattoo,
shown at the left. Frank Calta ran into Ken in a
steam room at a health club. Because of the tattoo,
they discovered they had a lot in common.

The big deer didn’t last long. The outfitters put up
stands, the price went up, and the general size of the
sets of antlers went down. After about ten years of
hunting under new conditions, the good old days
were gone. DB
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We were saddened to learn of the recent death of
Howard Ronning, a long time Fur, Fin and Feather
member. Howard was always cheerful and ready
with a kind word. We saw him nearly every week
for many years. He was devoted to his family and to
hunting and fishing. His was a life well lived.
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Manitoba Spring Bear Hunt

Jim Perkins and David Perkins made a father and
son bear hunt in Manitoba this spring. They spent
four days watching bait sets from May 11 to May
14, 2015. Jim got a 348-pound chocolate-phase
black bear with a 19 1/2 inch skull. This bear will be
in the Manitoba record book if the measurement
holds up after the 60-day trying period. Jim used
his .338 Browning. Jim is at the right above.

Dave took a dark-phase black bear with his Mat-
thews bow. This bear, with an 18-inch skull, may
make the bow hunting record book .

Silver Creek Outfitters put up the pair. Jim says the
outfitters did a great job for them. They put out bait
stations with five 55-gallon drums full of bait. The
two of them saw 48 bears in the four days of evening
hunting. DB




Ten Tips for Finding Big Bluegill

Bluegill sunfish are the most abundant pan fish in
Minnesota waters. A recent census showed that an-
gling for pan fish is the most popular outdoor activi-
ty in the USA. More people angle for pan fish than
run, walk, or golf. Because of their abundance,
more pan fish anglers catch bluegill when fishing.
Yet few catch big bluegill, even though many Min-
nesota lakes and rivers harbor big bluegill that are
over 7 2 inches and weigh more than %2 pound.
Small bluegill grow to become big bluegill by living
more than three years in a good growing environ-
ment. If you want to hunt big bluegill, following are
10 tips to help you find and catch them.

1. First thing to understand about bluegill is that as
a species, they are oriented toward weed beds. Wa-
terweeds equal bluegill sunfish. The weeds are es-
sential for shelter, feeding, and spawning. Look for
the weed beds.

2. Almost universally, in waters that harbor big blue-
gill, common carp are also present. Bluegill are the
most important predator of common carp. They
feast on carp eggs and grow faster. U of MN re-
searcher Peter Sorenson documented this fact.

3. The author has found that lakes infested with Eur-
asian water milfoil harbor big bluegill. The fish use
milfoil to shelter from predators, including anglers.
In the milfoil, the fish find food like small aquatic
insects and plants. Eurasian milfoil is an invasive
species plant and is bad for Minnesota lakes, but big
bluegill find it to their liking.

4. Largemouth and smallmouth bass, like bluegill,
are in the sunfish family. In a recent article in Out-
door Life, it said that in lakes and rivers with an
abundance of small bass, there will be more big
bluegill. Large bass eat small bluegill. However,
small bass, because of the bluegill shape, do not eat
large bluegill.

5. Big bluegill are found in waters that harbor redear
sunfish or shellcrackers. In Minnesota, these fish
are mistakenly called pumpkinseeds (a separate spe-
cies of sunfish). Redears often hybridize with blue-
gill. Redear grow bigger than bluegill. Thus the hy-
brid, darker in color, with a somewhat slimy scale
cover, tends to be a bigger fish.

6. Lakes with inlet and outlet sources harbor big
bluegill. Bluegill travel in schools consisting of as
many as 40 fish. They prefer water temperatures of

68-78 degrees F. Big bluegill migrate from one part
of a lake to another, depending on water tempera-
ture, water depth, and available food,

7. Lakes with shallow, weedy bays, especially mud
flats near deep water, will harbor big bluegill. Find
a drop-off that leads from shallow to deep water
and the big bluegill will be within 10-20 yards of
the weed edges. Where the weeds are thinning, or
over sunken weeds, are preferred areas.

8. Rivers, especially rivers with large backwaters
and slow moving current, harbor big bluegill. Riv-
ers with impoundments and dams slow the currents
and flood the backwaters, making conditions ideal
for bluegill food and shelter.

9. Lakes that have aeration systems to prevent
freeze out in the winter help bluegill live longer and
grow bigger. Lakes that suffer partial freeze out,
often found in aeration system lakes, will grow big-
ger bluegill because of less competition for food.
10. Big bluegill will be in waters with little fishing
pressure. Some examples are: walk-in water. hid-
den gems, and private ponds. They all need a pred-
ator base to control the abundant small bluegill, but
they can harbor nice-sized bluegill.

There you have it. See you on a Eurasian milfoil-
covered bay on Lake Minnetonka while you pull in
amess of 7 2 inch plus big bluegill. Doug Erbeck
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Above, a one pound, 10 1/2 inch bluegill that Doug
caught this spring. It was a female, full of eggs.

This newsletter is assembled by Don Beimborn with
the capable help of his wife Mary. Just call Don if
you have photos or an idea for a newsletter article.
Hand written copy or a phone conversation will do.
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